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The United Methodist Church has been become Taylor property through the exchange of $1.
Historic Upland           
brick church newest        
to Taylor Community 
Emily Rachelle Russell
Staff Writer
Taylor University and Upland United 
Methodist Church (UMC) have agreed 
to a sale of the historic brick UMC 
building to Taylor for $1.
According to UMC Pastor Rob Neel 
and Taylor’s Special Assistant to the 
President Ron Sutherland, the current 
church building is 114 years old, built 
in 1903. It measures 13,700 square feet 
and is one of the oldest remaining 
brick buildings in Upland.
The transaction began with a 
conversation between Neel and 
Sutherland as friends, according to 
Sutherland. Taylor and UMC have sev-
eral connections in common: both 
Christian organizations, both non-
profits and both with ties to the local 
The Upland United Methodist 
Church is one of the oldest brick 
buildings in Upland, built in 1903.
Taylor purchases a church for $1





Food for Thought, a food recovery 
program run by Enactus, has recov-
ered 487.8 pounds of food during its 
first two recoveries of the semester. 
All of the food was donated to St. 
Martins Community Center in Mar-
ion, Indiana.
Food for Thought began in April 
2017 when Enactus became an of-
ficial chapter of the Food Recovery 
Network, according to project man-
ager and junior Jenny Nelson. The 
Food Recovery Network collects food 
made by local restaurants and Tay-
lor’s Hodson Dining Commons (DC) 
that doesn’t get served, and donates 
the meals to local food pantries and 
nonprofits. 
“The idea and concept for Food For 
Thought as a project all began with a 
speech I gave my freshman year about 
inefficiencies in our food system,” 
Nelson said. “In the Spring of 2016, 
with the help of one of my professors, 
we began forming a group called Food 
For Thought with people from all dif-
ferent majors who wanted to see the 
Junior Jenny Nelson began the Food for Thought program, which has 
recovered over 400 pounds of food just this semester to be donated.
food practices on campus change and 
become more sustainable.”
According to Nelson, recoveries are 
done twice a week on Mondays and 
Fridays. Workers at the DC put the 
unused food on storage trays which 
are picked up and delivered to St. 
Martins. Only two recoveries have 
happened so far this semester, but 
Nelson said over 400 pounds of food 
has been donated.
According to Director of St. Mar-
tins Community Center Theresa 
Campbell, St. Martins feeds over 7,000 
breakfast and lunch meals per month.
“Getting those reclaimed meals is 
very, very wonderful for us because we 
can have a quicker meal,” Campbell said. 
“We have more supplements to people, 
(and) there’s a wider range of food.”
Campbell explained the varieties 
of meats and vegetables are unique 




In Promising Ventures’ fourth annual 
“Shark Tank,” Taylor’s brightest entre-
preneurs are hopeful to win a share of 
the $5,000 prize.
Promising Ventures, a program cre-
ated to encourage student entrepre-
neurship, and Shark Tank began in 
2013 when the Calling and Career Of-
fice received a five-year grant from the 
Lilly Endowment.
“Culturally, (Shark Tank is) an under-
stood connection to entrepreneurship,” 
community. A prominent visual ex-
ample of these connections can be 
found in the building itself, which fea-
tures a stained glass window of Taylor 
President Emeritus Thaddeus Reade, 
whose grave rests on campus across 
from Helena Memorial Hall and af-
ter whom the Reade Memorial Lib-
eral Arts Center is named.
“I think part of the reason the syner-
gy worked between us is the connec-
tion with Taylor long-term, even in 
the building,” Sutherland said. “It was 
a church, and here’s Taylor, a Chris-
tian college, having similarly aligned 
missions — one is congregational and 
ours is educational — but this desire 
to see a faith-based connection be-
tween the organizations created some 
contentment in the conversations.”
For the price of a single dollar, UMC 
is practically giving the building away. 
According to Sutherland, real estate 
transactions require a minimum price 
of $1. Since both Taylor and UMC are 
nonprofits, the tax write-off of donat-
ing the building would have no bene-
fit, so the simpler and faster process 
of a sale made more sense.
UMC’s congregation will be moving 
to the former Pierce Governor facto-
ry building located on the corner of 
Eighth and Washington streets. The 
space for church use is 60,000 square 
feet, not including large portions of 
the building currently used for stor-
age. Renovations began October 2016. 
Neel hopes to begin services in the 
new space soon, but a certificate of 
occupancy is required before that of-
ficial transition can take place.
The new building also showcases 
UMC’s many connections to Taylor. 
The building was donated by Leland 
Boren, husband of the late LaRita 
Boren after whom Taylor’s campus 
center was named. Several furnish-
ings in the new space were donated by 
Upland community members, includ-
ing Dr. Shannon Reigle of the Taylor 
Health Center, the former Star Bank, 
the Rosema Corporation, Upland 
Community Church and UMC mem-
bers. Taylor’s contributions include 
office furniture, the cross and seats 
from the old chapel and the chairs 
from old Hodson Dining Commons.
For the old building, Taylor is seek-
ing ideas from campus and the Up-
land community for potential uses 
of the space. Sutherland can be con-
tacted at rnsutherl@taylor.edu or 765-
998-5118. For students and community 
members interested in volunteering 
at the new building, visit UMC’s Face-
book page for scheduled group volun-
teer times or call Tammy Neel directly 
at 765-499-0915.
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to their regular provided meals, giv-
ing new choices to those families who 
eat at the center. According to Nelson, 
Taylor students have been volunteer-
ing to serve those meals every Satur-
day morning.
The effect of Food for Thought 
doesn’t end there. Food Recovery As-
sistant Manager and junior Kendra 
Smalley said there is a subproject of 
setting up a compost pile to create nu-
trient-dense soil for campus use.
“One of the things I appreciate 
about Food for Thought is the per-
spective it gives me,” Smalley said. “By 
researching how wasteful the univer-
sity is, my eyes have been opened to 
the little ways I am wasteful, as well 
as how I can live more sustainably. 
. . . I love that we are helping both 
the environment and the communi-
ty. It’s a great way to get involved and 
volunteer, and it doesn’t take a huge 
time commitment.”
Campbell wishes for the program 
to expand in means of student volun-
teers and eventually be able to take 
donations to the RedBarn in Upland. 
If students would like to volunteer for 
the food recovery program, email ju-




Director of the Calling and Career Of-
fice Jeff Aupperle said. “It’s that idea 
of getting to pitch an idea and win 
some money.”
Contestants apply to participate. 
If selected, the burgeoning business-
men and women get the opportunity 
to pitch their idea in front of a pan-
el of judges. The panel consists of 
two Taylor alumni, a Taylor parent 
and one friend of the program, all of 
whom have significant entrepreneur-
ial experience.
The judges provide feedback to the 
contestants and then award the prize 
money to the most promising ideas. 
There could be up to four recipients 
depending on how the judges decide 
to split the prize money.
Past winners of the event have used 
their prize money in a variety of ways, 
but all of the past winners are still 
working on their ideas.
Senior Keaton Hendricks is a two-
time second-place finisher in Shark 
Tank, and he received money both 
times. For his first business, XLSneak-
erSale, he used the winnings to build a 
website and create inventory. He is still 
working on his second pitch, Sky Foot-
wear, and plans to begin working on it 
full-time after he graduates this spring.
While a share of the prize money is 
not guaranteed, Aupperle believes that 
participating in Shark Tank has value 
for everyone, even for those who do 
not win.
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Director of the Calling and Career 
Office Jeff Aupperle is ready 
to hear contestants’ pitches 




“For those who claim to have a passion for fighting human 
trafficking, slavery or even social justice as a whole, this is 
your chance to put action behind your words,” Bailey said.
Freedom fast to fight human trafficking
Upland, this little Indiana town, is what some warmly call home.
Freedom fast to fight human trafficking 
Chrysa Keenon
News Co-Editor
For many students, staying in Upland 
is just a pitstop on a coming-of-age 
journey. While some might not con-
sider or hold value to the cornfields 
surrounding Taylor, there are many in 
the community who know it as home.
Jay Ross is one of those people. He 
was born, raised and currently lives 
in Upland and works at Ross Insur-
ance. Though his business is located 
on Main Street in Upland, it is on a rare 
occasion that he interacts with a stu-
dent from Taylor.
“I think there’s more interaction 
between the high school kids at East-
brook and Taylor students than there 
are of Taylor students and business 
people,” Ross said. 
He believes this is because parents 
of students at Taylor work at East-
brook, and students from Taylor vol-
unteer time at Eastbrook through 
programs such as Lift. 
“As far as knowing the business peo-
ple in town, I don’t think (students) do. 
I don’t know if they really want to,” 
Ross said.
His interactions with Taylor students 
are often limited to Upland Chamber 
of Commerce sessions, which are held 
at the Hodson Dining Commons.
Barbara Dixon, director of the Barton 
Students across Taylor’s campus are fasting to prevent slavery.
Townies and Trojans series: Hometown relations
Students push to                              
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“Whether you ever go on and re-
ally pursue this and create this and 
start this, I would love for you to do 
it, but I just love the development 
that is happening in your life by go-
ing through this creative process,” 
Aupperle said.
Sophomore Pat McNamara is con-
sidering participating in the event 
this year.
One of the main benefits that he 
sees in the event, outside of the 
money, is the potential networking.
“There’s a lot of people,” McNamara 
said. “People that come to this are 
ones that like entrepreneurship, and 
so I know at Taylor a lot of entrepre-
neur(ship) connections comes in. 
Even if you don’t win the prize mon-
ey you might get someone who gives 
you a piece of advice worth a lot more 
than five grand, or you get a partner 
or someone that wants to help you 
grow your idea and make it a reality.”
Hendricks benefitted from the 
event in several ways outside of his 
winnings. Receiving positive feed-
back gave him the confidence to re-
ally pursue his idea.
Having a deadline forced Hen-
dricks to dedicate the time and ef-
fort required to develop his idea.
“(Shark Tank) is definitely the 
kickstarter that you need,” Hen-
dricks said. “Everybody has an idea 
in their mind. I mean, their moms al-
ways told them a sweet idea, ‘Some-
one should make something like 
that,’ and everybody has their own 
ideas like that. What Shark Tank 
does is it forces you and puts a time 
constraint on it.”
The event is beneficial for all 
that participate, even those who 
walk away without a share of the 
prize money.
Signups for the event are closed, 
but Promising Ventures encourag-
es all students to attend. The event 
has drawn over 100 students in 
past years, but Aupperle has big-
ger dreams.
“I want it to have the same kind of 
feel (as Airband or MyGen),” Aupper-
le said.
Hendricks said that he will definite-
ly be there to support his friends who 
are participating in the competition.
McNamara also hopes there will be 
a large crowd for the event.
“We want everyone to go,” Mc-
Namara said. “It would be super 
fun. Especially in Cornwall, when 
you get a big crowd, it just makes it 
pretty electric.”
Shark Tank is on Thursday, Nov. 
16th in Cornwall Auditorium at 7 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Gender Laws in Greece
Bree Bailey
Contributor
In the past, Greece was known to 
be one of Europe’s most socially 
conservative countries. However, 
on Oct. 10, the parliament passed 
a new law causing harsh divides 
to form in their country. 
The law was passed with 171 
votes in favor and 114 against, 
which means now anyone of the 
age of 15 and above can legally 
change their gender. No longer 
are they required to go through 
a medical evaluation or have 
surgery. They can simply switch 
their sex, and that change will 
appear on all legal documents, 
such as their birth certificate and 
diploma. This new move plac-
es them on equal grounds with 
Denmark, Ireland, Malta and 
Norway, who also do not require 
diagnosis of any sort before one’s 
gender can be changed.
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
fully supported the bill, giving 
several bold statements concern-
ing the struggles faced by trans-
gender children. 
“No tradition, no religion, no 
perception of family requires cit-
izens to remain on the margins 
or be pushed into institutional 
and social oblivion,” Tsipras said 
to parliament before the vote. 
Tsipras continued by asking 
what kind of God would want 
us to make decisions that cause 
children to be bullied, humiliat-
ed or become suicidal. He ful-
ly believed that he was being a 
“voice for the voiceless.” 
Nancy Papathanasiou, a clin-
ical psychologist who oversees 
an LGBT helpline in Athens 
spoke about how for the first 
time Greece is openly talking 
about issues no one would 
before. 
However, even Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis, president of the cen-
ter -right New Democracy 
Party, who is fully supportive 
of “self-determination,” views 
this law as unwise. He declares 
that allowing a youth under the 
age of 18 to make such a drastic, 
life-altering decision is absurd. 
“It makes no sense to us that 
a 15-year-old, who is prohibited 
from consuming alcohol, is al-
lowed to take such an import-
ant decision . . . a decision that 
should be taken with medical 
expertise,” Mitsotakis said.
As one could imagine, this new 
law infuriated the Greek Ortho-
dox Church. They view this law 
as “a satanic deed” which will 
cause horrific consequences.
The spokesperson of Ireo-
nymos, the Greek Orthodox 
Church’s head Archbishop, 
Haris Konidaris believes the 
bill will only impact society 
negatively. According to him, 
it threatens to dissolve family 
and undermines the values of 
human beings.
As Christians, we need to pray 
for our brothers and sisters in 
the Greek Orthodox Church 
who are being condemned 
and viewed as inhumane for 
their beliefs.
echo@taylor.edu
Rees Pogue Memorial Library, interacts 
with Taylor students a few times per 
week. According to her, some students 
who come in are surprised to find them-
selves eligible for Upland library cards.
“To me, as long as they’re living here 
for the school year, they’re a resident 
of the community,” Dixon said.
Though students might not be 
aware of the community around them, 
the community is very aware of them. 
According to Ross, Upland has a tight-
knit family atmosphere, and because 
of this, information about students can 
quickly spread from ear to ear.
Pastor Rob Neel of Upland United 
Methodist Church believes there is ten-
sion between the Upland communi-
ty and Taylor students. Neel explained 
from a resident’s perspective, Taylor is 
known to bring privileged and God-fear-
ing young people into Upland. This au-
tomatically makes community members 
hold students to a high moral standard. 
When students make mistakes or act 
poorly, it gets echoed in the community 
for long periods of time after.
In past decades, Taylor students have 
acted less than the standard which they 
were held up to, according to both Ross 
and Neel. They recalled past memories 
of times when students were hostile to-
ward town residents, yet it is very differ-
ent to how students act currently.
Ross believes this is because this 
generation of students is more mature 
than previous ones. Neel believes rela-
tional mistakes, while undesired, hap-
pen due to natural human brokenness 
and should be taken in stride alongside 
sharing and showing the gospel.
“We live in this fallen world, and we 
forget to give each other grace, and that 
goes on both sides,” Neel said.
Ross believes both sides of the com-
munity should act to improve rela-
tions. Comparing the relationship to 
a bridge, he said it is still in the pro-
cess of being built, but must be done 
so in order for the town and university 
to both benefit.
Dixon, though not a resident of Up-
land, spends her days directing the 
library as a labor of love. She urged 
students to understand how import-
ant relationships are in town. For Dix-
on, the people she works with are the 
best part of the job.
“There are wonderful people in this 
community, and your lives will be en-
riched by investing in relationships 
with them,” Neel said.
Dixon remarked she would like to 
see more Taylor students volunteer to 
spend time helping shelve or organize 
books in the library. 
Neel recalled ways he saw students 
volunteer for the community in the 
past, and used the analogy of the dif-
ferences between a bib and an apron. A 
bib is typically used when asking to be 
served, while an apron used when ask-
ing to serve. In order for the communi-
ty to thrive, bibs and aprons should be 
used interchangeably, as students and 
members of the town should strive to 
serve each other.
“We’re really pretty good hearted 
people,” Ross said. “We’re pretty good 
down home people.”
echo@taylor.edu
Slavery is a major problem in the 
world today. For many, it means 
looming death. But through the 
Freedom for Slavery Fast, students 
are able to make a difference.
The International Justice Mis-
sion (IJM) hosts this event year-
ly and encourages it to be held in 
colleges and churches across the 
U.S. According to the IJM website, 
there are over 45 million people in 
slavery today. With just a $24 do-
nation, participants can help end 
human trafficking.
IJM’s goal is to raise $100,000 
nationwide to help save those 
trapped in the trafficking industry.
Freshman Bree Bailey is holding 
the event on campus at various lo-
cations from 10 a.m. today to 10 
a.m. tomorrow. Since it is a fast, 
and classes are in session, par-
ticipants are not expected to be 
together the whole time or go to 
every event, but the events offered 
are encouraged.
For the duration of the fast, 
there will be prayer stations set 
up in the Memorial Prayer Chapel 
that students can go to at anytime. 
Then, at 6:30 p.m. today, there 
will be a worship service near the 
fire pits outside the LaRita Boren 
Campus Center. At 8 p.m., a 30 
minute IJM documentary film will 
be shown in Euler 109 and finally, 
everyone involved will break the 
fast together at a 10 a.m. breakfast 
in the Braden Room at the Hodson 
Dining Commons.
Senior Briana Wozniak has 
a passion for ending human 
trafficking and is excited not only 
to raise awareness for human traf-
ficking, but start conversations 
about what action to take when 
people feel uncomfortable with 
the subject.
“For those who claim to have a 
passion for fighting human traf-
ficking, slavery or even social jus-
tice as a whole, this is your chance 
to put action behind your words,” 
Bailey said. “The Lord is waiting 
for us to join Him and seek His 
power in order to break the lit-
eral chains holding our brothers 
and sisters in bondage. For some, 
another day in these conditions 
means death. The time to take a 
stand is now!”
The events are structured to 
allow as much or as little par-
ticipation as people would like. 
The goal is to raise awareness 
for human trafficking and place 
the people who are passionate 
about this issue in a situation 
where they can help, according to 
Wozniak. You can sign up online 
on the IJM website or make a do-
nation toward IJM’s ministry with-
out participating.
echo@taylor.edu
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The International Justice Mission hosts yearly 24 hour 





Meet all 200 family  




Sophomore Autumn Dominique is 
from a small town where she and 
the majority of her 200 family mem-
bers live. This iconic family started 
with her grandparents, who raised 
10 children of their own and went 
on to adopt another 10, making Au-
tumn a third-generation member of 
the Dominique clan.
At home, she is frequently recog-
nized by her last name and has trou-
ble going anywhere without running 
into a cousin or uncle on the way. Liv-
ing with a reputation that constant-
ly precedes you can be limiting. It is 
a struggle to become established as 
an individual if everyone you meet al-
ready sees you as part of a unit.
While Dominique loves her fami-
ly dearly, she is also excited to have 
space here at Taylor. Trying to grow 
as an individual with so many old-
er people in her family to please 
presents difficulties. She plans on 
spending her time at Taylor growing 
in independence.
“(College offers) a lot more free-
dom,” Dominique said. “My immedi-
ate family, and even my cousins, aunts 
and uncles, are very protective, and I 
feel like I can’t grow up.”
“(The best part about having a 
big family is) we always have 
each other’s back,” Dominique 
said. “We still fight and stuff 
but they have your back no 
matter what. I’ve never been in 
a more loving environment.”
Trying to know that many people 
on a personal level is virtually impos-
sible. Dominique says she sometimes 
meets someone and doesn’t realize 
until later they’re a cousin or uncle 
of hers. The sheer size can create 
awkward situations and divisions 
within the family.
There are, of course, benefits to 
having so many family members in 
your community. It may not be es-
pecially appealing to have close rel-
atives involved in all you do, but it 
does present the benefit of a friend 
everywhere you turn.
“(The best part about having a 
big family is) we always have each 
other’s back,” Dominique said. 
“We still fight and stuff but they 
have your back no matter what. 
I ’ve never been in a more lov-
ing environment.”
Dominique, however, does not 
plan to carry on the tradition of the 
large family unit. Marriage and kids 
are not part of Dominique’s plan. 
She says with six nieces and neph-
ews she’s had quite enough experi-
ences with kids to span a lifetime.
echo@taylor.edu
Junior Christiana Phillips 
receives CrossFit Level 
1 certification to help 
those with special needs
Braden Ochs
Features Editor
Learning to become a trainer ben-
efits more than simply one person. 
Sometimes, trainers use exercise as 
a way to change lives and help people 
discover their true selves. Because of 
how exercise can change lives, some 
future trainers want to use Cross-
Fit as a way of ministering and help-
ing people.
Junior Christiana Phillips is one of 
those future trainers. As an exercise 
science major, her dream is to become 
a trainer to help people with special 
needs. One of the biggest inspirations 
for this dream is her younger sister, 
Briana, who has Down syndrome.
“My sister inspires everything that 
I do,” Phillips said.
Growing up, Phillips went to count-
less doctor appointments with Briana 
and learned a lot about her sister’s 
Down syndrome. Doctors told Bri-
ana she needed to exercise better and 
keep her body functioning properly. 
She was willing to do so, but hadn’t 
found the right opportunity.
Phillips became frustrated no one 
was willing to spend time patiently 
teaching Briana to exercise, and they 
couldn’t find an environment right for 
Briana for the right price. She helped 
Briana in any way she could, but she 
wanted to learn more about the hu-
man body so she could better help 
her sister, and hopefully, in the fu-
ture, help other people learn how to 
live better.
When Phillips stepped onto Taylor’s 
campus, she decided to major in bi-
ology pre-med because she knew it 
would teach her the ins and outs of 
the human body. She was ready for 
med school and believed God had a 
plan for her there. However, one year 
into biology, she didn’t think it was a 
major that fit her.
“There was something lacking in 
(biology),” Phillips said. “It was my 
passion ( for biology).”
Not sure what to do, Phillips talk-
ed to her family and closest friends 
about what she should do next. Com-
mon threads throughout her discus-
sions included two facts: her love for 
exercise and her love for people with 
special needs.
At the end of the fall semester of 
her sophomore year, Phillips changed 
her major to exercise science within 
a span of two weeks. Exercise science 
provided her with classes teaching 
her the art of training and exercise. 
She had CrossFit experience in high 
school and taught a weights class, so 
exercise was something she was al-
ready passionate about.
During the summer of 2017, Phil-
lips decided she would go for the 
Level 1 CrossFit certification, the ba-
sic CrossFit certification. This helped 
her learn everything from the basics 
of movement to nutrition to program-
ming a course to best maximize an 
athlete’s fitness journey. She studied 
for weeks, went to a seminar led by 
CrossFit athletes and took a test al-
lowing her to show competency in 
training others. Eventually, she plans 
on taking the Level 2 certification, 
which is for athletes who want to be 
CrossFit trainers.
Many people have a problem with 
CrossFit because of its tight-knit com-
munity. However, Phillips does Cross-
Fit for deeper reasons than simply 
community. She works hard to be able 
to train people with special needs. It’s 
difficult for her to see those with spe-
cial needs become discouraged be-
cause they cannot exercise the same 
ways everyone else can.
“I want to create an environ-
ment where community is fostered, 
healthy lifestyles are implemented 
and where those labeled with ‘spe-
cial needs’ can find the strengths 
within them,” Phillips said. “I want 
to help them conquer obstacles 
and reach goals so that they can see 
for themselves that they are able.”
Thanks to Briana’s inspiration, 
Phillips hopes to help those with 
special needs succeed in their lives, 
and she wishes to minister to those 
who may think they do not have 
ways of exercising. CrossFit train-
ing is more than lifting weights and 
competing. Trainers use CrossFit as 
a means of helping others succeed.
For more information about 
CrossFit, visit www.crossfit.com.
echo@taylor.edu
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More than just CrossFit: A way to give life
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Everyone in the Dominique family gathered together for a warm family photo. 
Junior Christiana Phillips cheeses with 
her younger sister, Briana Phillips. 
Meet the Dominiques
Junior Christiana Phillips trains hard to become CrossFit Level 1 certified. 
In the Dominique family, there are 10 biological children, five adopted children 
and their mother (sophomore Autumn Dominique’s grandmother).
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“Many people have a problem with CrossFit 
because of its tight-knit community. However, 
Phillips does CrossFit for deeper reasons than 
simply community. She works hard to be able 
to train people with special needs.”
More than just CrossFit: A way to give life
Have you ever wanted to contribute for tHe ecHo? 
email ecHo@taylor.edu for more details.
Photograph provided by Ali Broersma
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Figuring out if the 
FAFSA is right for you
Rayce Patterson
Staff Writer
If there was a chance that you could 
earn free money, and all you had to 
do was ask for it, would you?
The Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) allows students 
to see if they qualify for any financial 
aid from the government, whether 
that be a grant or scholarship or qual-
ification for a work-study program.
“This form is the way that you tap in 
to any of that, so by filling it out there 
is no guarantee that you will qualify 
for anything outside of student loans, 
but it’s the only way to qualify for stu-
dent loans,” Financial Aid Counselor 
Matthew Klingstedt said.
The FAFSA opened for application 
on Oct. 1st, according to Danielle 
Coppola, account executive for Grey 
Group. The funding operates on a first 
come, first served basis, meaning the 
earlier the application, the higher the 
chance of getting aid. However, this 
only applies to the first time the appli-
cation is filled out. The FAFSA needs 
to be filled out once a year, but if you 
are a returning student, just filling it 
out sometime in the fall semester will 
be okay, according to Klingstedt.
Not everyone receives the same 
benefits from the FAFSA, and the 
main factor in determining the 
benefits is your family assets. Any-
thing like your family’s income, tax 
returns, how many siblings you 
have or how old your parents are 
can affect what you receive from 
the government.
Unfortunately, “only about half of 
eligible American students complete 
the entire process ( filing the FAFSA) 
and receive aid,” according to Coppo-
la. Coppola says this leaves about $3 
billion unclaimed by students. Taylor 
does not require incoming students 
to file the FAFSA, so it is up to the dis-
cretion of the student and their family 
whether to file or not.
“The first thing we would say is 
‘have you ever filled it out in the 
past?’” said Klingstedt. “If the an-
swer is no, it’s probably worth doing 
it that first time. If you filled it out 
in the past and you say ‘I only qual-
ify for student loans’ and . . . every-
thing’s taken care of, no, don’t waste 
your time doing it.”
The FAFSA is important for quali-
fying for financial aid, but it may not 
benefit everyone who fills it out. Re-
gardless of who you are, it’s probably 
worth looking to see what they have 
to offer.
echo@taylor.edu
How the Swing  
Dancing Club has evolved
Brecken Mumford
Staff Writer
Sundays from 3—5 p.m. in the Kes-
ler Student Activities Center (KSAC) 
aerobics room, a handful of students 
lace up their shoes, play big band 
jazz and dance the afternoon away. 
This is Taylor University’s Swing 
Dancing Club.
The Swing Dancing Club began as 
an informal gathering among stu-
dents who loved the art of swing 
dancing. They met Sunday evenings 
in the KSAC, practicing the variations 
of swing (such as Lindy hop, Charles-
ton and East Coast Swing), aerials 
and stunts—all for the sake of lov-
ing the art of the dance and the com-
munity it brings. Three years ago, the 
acting presidents of the club, Emily 
Love (’16) and Daniel Ford (’17) began 
and completed the process of being 
formally recognized as a Taylor-ap-
proved club.
While the Swing Dancing Club 
looks a bit different than its un-
der-the-radar, Sunday soirees, the 
love of the art is still alive and danc-
ing away.
“In the past few years, swing danc-
ing here was all about learning im-
pressive aerials,” said junior Edric Yu, 
who’s been a part of the club for the 
last two years. “ It became clear that 
this was discouraging to many people 
for multiple reasons . . . we’re moving 
away from that and toward a more 
classy style of dancing to the music. 
Right now, we’re focusing on learn-
ing Lindy hop, a great style for most 
jazz music.”
Last year, members of the club 
were involved in two on-campus 
performances. For Mosaic Night, 
the club joined forces with the Jun-
gle Cats, a student-run jazz combo, 
to highlight the unique experience 
swing dancing has brought to Amer-
ican culture,past and present. Also, 
for Nostalgia Night last spring, the 
Swing Dancing Club performed to 
“Jailhouse Rock.”
While they love performing and are 
hoping to start hosting more events 
throughout the year, the club also 
hopes to engage in events off cam-
pus. Together, the members reach out 
and find other swing dancing events 
in the area.
“We (just) received an open invi-
tation from the Marion Philharmon-
ic Orchestra to come enjoy a night 
of music, dance and dessert,” soph-
omore Imani Muya said. “The event 
is on Nov. 11 and it starts at 6 p.m.”
The event is open to everyone, and 
the Swing Dancing Club has put out 
a student announcement with more 
information. Too nervous to test out 
your swing dancing skills this early? 
Don’t worry—Sunday afternoons are 
open to everyone!
Newcomers are welcome to join in 
at any point, and the club is open to 
all of the student body. Freshman Em-
ily Knight joined earlier this semester 
after hearing about the club through 
friends who started going.
The afternoon sessions start off 
with lessons taught by Muya and Yu, 
followed by social dancing for the rest 
of the time.
“It’s super easy to learn, the only re-
quirement is having feet,” Muya said. 
“It’s not a strict program of sorts, so 
people can literally drop in any week 
and they can jump right in.”
For more information or ques-
tions, follow Taylor University Swing 
Dancing on Facebook, ask questions 
or show up on Sunday and twirl your 
way into swing!
echo@taylor.edu
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Academic year: The academic work 
a student must complete within a 
year. Some schools define this as 
one complete school year or two 
half years completed in a row.
Accreditation: A college or academ-
ic institution must meet a minimum 
number of requirements by the U.S. 
Department of Education to qualify 
for federal student aid programs.
FAFSA: Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid, students fill 
this out within a deadline and 
can become eligible for grants 
and loans. The earlier one fills 
this out, the better one’s chanc-
es of receiving financial aid.
Grants: Need-based aid that that 
help fund a student’s educa-
tion that do not need to be paid 
back. Some of these include Fed-
eral Pell Grants, Federal Supple-
mental Educational Opportunity 
Grants (FSEOG) and Teacher Ed-
ucation Assistance for College and 
Higher Education (TEACH).
Loans (types): There are four main 
types of these: direct subsidized 
loans, direct unsubsidized, direct 
PLUS and direct consolidation.
Scholarships: Merit-based aid based 
on academic, athletic and vari-
ous other kinds of achievements. 
Schools provide some of these, 
but students can also locate oth-
er scholarships through a num-
ber of searches available to them.
Work study: Federal Work Study 
allows for students to cov-
er some of the costs of col-
lege by allowing them to work 
par t- t ime at their colleges.
Getting in the Sunday swing of things
Introducing the new 
guidebook for surviv-
ing the college life. With 
flairs of sarcasm, humor 
and lighthearted tones, 
sophomore Alyssa Roat 
will show you the ins 
and outs of campus life. 
Starting this week, Roat 
introduces us to a typ-
ical problem at the uni-
versity: what to do when 
someone takes your seat. 
Jesting, Roat gives us tips 
with how to conquer such 
dilemmas and not only 




Financial Aid Counselor Matthew 
Klingstedt recommends filing your FAFSA.
 Swing dancers from previous years in the swing dancing club.
A new monthly column
Alyssa Roat
Contributor
Editor’s Warning: The following col-
umn contains sarcasm, hyperbole 
and traces of satire. Please do not take 
all the advice in this column literal-
ly (or do so at your own risk). Again, 
your eyes are about to encounter an 
article stuffed full of acerbic wit and 
humor. Read with caution.
You walk into the Hodson Dining 
Commons light on your toes, excit-
ed for this break from homework and 
classes. Glancing around to inspect 
today’s meal choices, you breeze over 
to your customary table. And then 
you see it.
SOMEONE IS SITTING AT YOUR TABLE.
It’s not someone you know. It’s not 
someone on your wing. Your heart 
begins to race and you try not to 
hyperventilate. But your mind can 
only scream:
WHERE AM I GOING TO SIT?
We all know this terrifying feeling, 
and it doesn’t just happen at the DC. 
For inexplicable reasons, some in-
corrigible will sit in your seat seven 
weeks into the semester, or a wing 
will miscalculate and sit in your row 
at chapel. But it’s so much worse than 
losing your seat. Now, you must brave 
the tumultuous ocean of seats in an 
attempt to find a new one without 
playing the same cruel trick on some 
other poor, unsuspecting student. For 
you know you must never, ever as-
sume the nefarious role of seat thief.
What is a student to do? Take heart! 
The Taylor University survival guide 
has the tips you need.
Upon discovering your terrible 
misfortune, don’t panic. Take a deep 
breath. Look around. If you’re in 
the DC, are there any empty tables 
nearby? Take one of them, but make 
sure to thump your backpack down, 
heave a sigh and gripe, “I guess we’ll 
just sit here!” This provides a subtle 
and polite hint to the table thieves.
If you’re at chapel, is there an open 
row behind the usurpers? Take it, but 
loudly voice your confusion. “Why are 
we sitting here? We always sit in that 
row! What? Oh, those people took it? 
How annoying!” If they don’t seem to 
notice this, they may need extra as-
sistance. Make sure to belt off-key 
during worship to encourage change 
in the true Christian spirit.
Class is harder. If it is a large class, 
you may not know where everyone 
sits. Sitting in the middle of the front 
row is always a good tactic. Everyone 
will be so shocked to see someone in 
this courageous position, they will im-
mediately see that you have been de-
prived of your rightful seat, and with 
any luck, will shun the perpetrator.
If you are too shy to take this bold 
move, sit uncomfortably close to the 
seat-taker. Make sure your backpack 
entangles the rouge’s feet and your 
papers stray into the stolen territo-
ry. If this does not work, sneeze and 
hack. The fiend will soon learn to fear 
you and will relinquish your seat.
Change is obviously dangerous in 
these situations. Calmly taking an 
extra second to sit elsewhere and ex-
perience something new is strongly 
unadvised, and attempting to make 
friends with the newcomers is cau-
tioned against.
A lack of unwritten seating rules 
would result in mass chaos. Peo-
ple sitting in different seats have the 
strange, miraculous capacity to reduce 
the number of available seats by half 
simply by sitting in a new place. Thus, 
no one will have anywhere to sit. This 
will naturally cause a chain reaction in 
which all students will have to stand 
until they wither away, after which the 
earth will most likely implode. Thus, 
it is of utmost importance to follow 
these steps in the Taylor survival guide 
to punish these wanton anarchists. 
Destroy the evil of flexibility and new 
experiences! Don’t become a seat thief. 
The world may end if you do.
echo@taylor.edu








How to make a retail 
worker’s day in November
Hope Bolinger &  
Hannah Stumpf
Life & Times Co-Editors
For some, this upcoming holiday 
season is not so jolly.
November and December holi-
days may bring to mind fantasies 
of creamy mashed potatoes warm-
ing one’s stomach or an imagined 
cart filled with doorbusters such 
as a 55-inch television under $300. 
But for the retail worker, such fan-
tasies soon turn into horrors. Shifts 
at major retail stores can start any-
where from 7 a.m. on Thanksgiving 
and end as late as midnight after 
Black Friday.
If you plan to shop after that last 
bite of sweet potato pie or during 
the crazy rush of Friday morning, 
consider these ways to make a re-
tail worker’s day and, in turn, help 
them make yours.
Weigh your options before hitting 
the doorbusters
More and more consumers have 
chosen to shop online instead of fight-
ing the cold weather to get inside a 
store. Last year shoppers set a record 
of $3.34 billion online. Interestingly 
enough, according to the National 
Retail Federation, only 47 percent of 
shoppers went to a physical store.
Why?
If the same deals exist online, and 
you do not have to fight a large crowd 
to grab the last $10 skillet set, the 
numbers add up. Before you hit the 
road, consider online shopping in-
stead. You can save a retail worker ex-
tra time who will be able to focus on 
other tasks instead of worrying about 
another customer.
“Dressing” rooms not “messing” 
rooms
Stores such as Kohl’s and Target 
may feature some new winter wear 
that you may want to try. By all means, 
put on that unicorn onesie and fulfill 
your magical shopping experience.
However, if the horn on the onesie 
proves to be too flimsy or the pants 
too baggy for your liking, please do 
not leave that clothing item in a 
crumpled heap inside the dressing 
room stall. At least, return the item 
to the hanger and place it on a rack 
for an associate to return to the floor. 
Of course, if you do have a little ex-
tra time on your hands, and you re-
member where you found the outfit, 
place it back on the rack. A worker 
will thank you later because his or her 
fingers will not turn purple from hold-
ing so many returned dressing room 
item hangers.
If you can, get a rewards card
College students want to avoid 
credit card debt, so it’s not suggested 
you buy a credit line with a depart-
ment store. However, retailers such 
as Kohl’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods and 
J.C. Penney carry cards which you can 
accumulate points from every pur-
chase (no credit card required). Often, 
workers have incentives for signing 
up customers to these programs, so 
if you sign up for a rewards card, you 
could bring a worker one step clos-
er to a raise or, at least, a rare “good 
work” from his or her manager.
Specific items and seasonal workers
Several of the employees you will 
encounter on Black Friday will be 
working at that store seasonally. In 
those cases, they have worked there 
for just a few weeks and may not know 
where to find a very specific appliance 
or clothing item (in the case of cloth-
ing, earlier customers may have set 
the clothing racks in disarray, which 
makes it even harder to locate items). 
Even seasoned employees may still be 
adjusting to the new displays made 
just for that weekend. Have patience 
and understand the worker may or 
may not be able to find that deal you 
saw online.
Remember that retail workers 
are human
It's a mystery to some why the holi-
days are stressful for some people and 
not others. Sure, they might have peo-
ple that are hard to shop for and have 
to think of something last minute as a 
gift. That being said, don’t lash out at 
retail workers because the line is too 
long or can't find a sweater in a spe-
cific color or size. They have families 
they would rather be seeing than 
your aggravated demeanor. Granted, 
sometimes retail workers are rude, 
but for the large part, they’re just try-
ing to get through that extra shift as 
painlessly as possible. Take time to 
consider why they are even working 
holidays in the first place. With this 
in mind, shake off the fact they typed 
in your credit card number wrong for 
the third time, and remember what 
the season is really about.
Make returns after New Years if 
possible
Sometimes stores dictate you re-
turn an item within a short period, 
but for most things, this time frame 
is around 30 thirty days. You can beat 
the post-Christmas return rush if you 
wait just a few extra days to make re-
turns and exchanges. That way, your 
line will most likely be shorter, there-
fore your patience longer. Plus, think 
of all the other people wanting to 
exchange immediately after Christ-
mas. Chances are, retail workers will 
still be swamped from those Dec. 
26th returners. The actual season 
may be over, but the commercial one 
isn’t. They will be exhausted. Wait-
ing ensures you finish your business 
promptly and retail workers can de-
vote more time per patron.
Generally good manners
In past retail experience, a simple 
please and thank you from a custom-
er can make your day. It makes a retail 
worker feel seen and appreciated. If a 
worker looks busy, but you need help 
say “excuse me.” Look retail workers 
in the eye and be attentive when they 
are speaking to you. As always, say 
thank you after they have given you 
help. The Golden Rule will get you far 
in life, and it can get you really great 
service from a retail worker this hol-
iday season.
echo@taylor.edu
“It’s super easy to learn, the only requirement 
is having feet.”
Getting in the Sunday swing of things
November 10, 2017
Kristina Rivera‏ @kay_rivers20
In my marriage and family class 
a girl asked our prof if he would 
give birth if he could..he said yes. 
#tayloru
madison @missmadsie08
When someone convinces 
your Christian college to have 
a Catalina “Grape Juice” Mixer 
#tayloru
Michael Snyder‏ @slorzdevoi 
*goes to check student 
announcement email* "43 
announcements." Nope. #tayloru
E Rice‏ @Lamergier2  
Power is down in Upland, cue 
mass exodus to fill Marion's fast 
food businesses with starving 
students and their starving 
laptops #TaylorU
Olivia Miller‏ @OliiviaaMillerr  
People come alive when the 
power goes out. It’s like a holiday 
on our floor right now. #tayloru
Deborah‏ @settles_deborah
just did a 3 hour math 
competition then went to cracker 
barrel on the Taylor math dept 
aka this is a reallllll good Saturday 
#tayloru
Analiese Helms‏ @land_b4_TIME
I feel like we look too far forward 
and trip over everything in front 
of us. We need to stop looking at 
the horizon. #tayloru #lifelessons
tiff‏ @tiffanyrogerss
hi this is just a psa that i’m going 
to fail my math test but my God 
doesn’t believe in faith by works 
so boo ya am i right.
Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana
Shop (up)lifting
Some workers might not get much of a break this Thanksgiving.
@emmyjjoseph
More than happy to announce that I'm now a member 
of TU class of 2022 <3 <3 #tayloru #gotrogans
@kait_bedel
There are times when you know that you are undeniably where 
God wants you. Now is one of those times. #teacherlife #tayloru
@jackiehann







f rom  G h a n a , 
creates with art 
what many can-
not come close 
to  conveying 
with words. An 
professor of graphic design and 
the chair for the art and design de-
partment at Mount Vernon Naza-
rene University, Allotey-Pappoe is 
one of the artists whose work is cur-
rently displayed in the “Shadows 
and Light” display in Metcalf. With 
a BA Art in Communication Design 
from Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science and Technology in Ku-
masi, Ghana and an MA and MFA in 
Visual Communication and Design 
from Bradley University, Peoria, Illi-
nois, her love of art peaked when, as 
a high schooler, she began working 
with macramé, a weaving technique 
originating from early Arab traders.
Two standouts of Allotey-Pap-
poe’s personal works are “A Slave 
Story” and “Kenton.” “A Slave Story” 
describes Allotey-Pappoe’s under-
standing of slavery in book form. 
Images, text and symbols relating 
to themes of slavery are scattered 
across its 13 folded pages. Within, 
Allotey-Pappoe reconstructed many 
historic slave trading symbols, put-
ting her own twists and designs 
on them.
One of Allotey-Pappoe’s most 
powerful works, “Kenton” is a large, 
8-foot wide basket. Made of corru-
gated cardboard, Allotey-Pappoe’s 
collapsible display is big enough to 
climb into and sit in.
Allotey-Pappoe’s African heri-
tage shines through all of her art, 
through the motifs and symbols she 
uses, her color palette of browns 
and oranges and the themes she 
raises through many of her works.
“Because I come from an African 
background, I enjoy sharing stories 
from Africa’s history and my story 
and weaving them all together,” Al-
lotey-Pappoe said.
Story is essential to Allotey-Pap-
poe’s creative pathway. The truth is, 
each human’s story fits into a big-
ger picture. Art creates a space for 
people to share their story without 
being interrupted.
Allotey-Pappoe was one of the 10 
artists chosen for the “Shadows and 
Light” traveling gallery exposition. 
For 16 days in 2013, the group came 
together, along with 10 professors 
from various U.S. universities, and 
shared ideas. Each artist then re-
turned home and had six months 
to create pieces reflecting the top-
ics raised.
“‘Shadows and Light’ brought to 
light things that had been forgot-
ten or shoved under the carpet,” 
Allotey-Pappoe said.  “It is difficult 
because these (are) topics that many 
people don’t want to address, (but) 
the more we can pay attention to 
and address these issues, the better.”
The ideas stirred up within Al-
lotey-Pappoe from “Shadows and 
Light,” on race, cultures, people 
and Africa will stick with her for a 
long time.
In response, she has begun to 
look more at what our role in soci-
ety should look like.
“After four years, I am still trying 
to unpack some of these ideas,” Al-
lotey-Pappoe said.
This year, Taylor’s Office of Inter-
cultural Programs’ theme is Ubun-
tu, as shared in last Friday’s chapel. 
This word and concept were contin-
uously brought up in Allotey-Pap-
poe’s journey with “Shadows and 
Light.” It actually led her to pioneer 
an “art, truth and reconciliation” 
class this year at Mount Vernon 
Nazarene University.
Ubuntu translated means, ‘we in 
me,’ and ‘without you I am less,’ and 
is synonymous in many African cul-
tures to family and community. As 
a community we contribute to each 
other’s stories, care about each oth-
er’s stories and act on issues that 
arise. Allotey-Pappoe paints these 
concept with every metaphorical 
brush stroke and also implements 
these concepts into her teaching.
“I ask my students, ‘What is the 
problem you are trying to solve?’”Al-
lotey-Pappoe said.  “It goes back to 
the act of paying attention and re-
sponding in a way that will build a 
restored society. . . . I believe that art 
addresses the issues of the humani-
ty in all of us; how can we create di-
alogue and move forward together?”
So what weaves us together? 
Allotey-Pappoe believes there is 
something that connects all of 
us together.
“You’d be amazed how your story 
has little connections with someone 
else’s story,” Allotey-Pappoe said.
echo@taylor.edu
TSO’s Student Activities Council will 
put on their annual MyGen talent 
show tomorrow at 8:15 p.m. in Re-
diger Auditorium. One of Taylor’s 
many traditions, MyGen allows stu-
dents across campus to showcase 
their musical talents by performing 
songs written since the year the se-
nior class was born. Before you line 
up outside tomorrow night, read on 
below to learn a little about the stu-
dents performing and what their acts 
might be like.
“Lay Me Down” by Sam Smith
Group members: Junior Ye-Ram Yun 
with vocals and freshman David Vabi 
Hnanga on piano
Music style of act: Ballad with 
rhythm and blues elements
Describe your act in three words: 
Emotional, gritty, raw
What made you want to be a part 
of MyGen?
“I started doing it since freshman 
year,” Yun said. “I did it the last two 
times, so why not try it again? It’s be-
come my own tradition.” 
How did you pick your song?
“‘Lay Me Down’ by Sam Smith one 
of the songs in high school that made 
me really emotional because we lis-
tened to it before our friend group 
dispersed,” Yun said. “I’m from an 
international school, so during se-
nior year, we knew that we all went 
to our separate ways so before that 
we would sit in a little rice field some-
where at night and lay a blanket down 
and listen to all these sad songs be-
fore graduation, and one of the songs 
that I really felt relatable towards was 
‘Lay Me Down.’” 
“Ain’t it fun?” by Paramore
Group members: Juniors Avery Am-
stutz, Anna Clemens, Abby Crump, 
Maddy Prince, Payton Scott and 
Carly Wheeler (vocals), junior Katie 
Franz (tambourine/toms), junior 
Savannah Ireland (viola), junior Mi-
kayla Schultz (electric guitar), ju-
nior Katy Sunderland (bass guitar), 
sophomore Kelsy Upton (drums), 
seniors Laura Roggenbaum and 
Emily Sumney (vocals) Olson As-
sistant Hall Director Shelby DeLay 
(vocals) and Olson Hall Director 
Jessie Woodring (piano).
Group name: PA System
Describe your act in three words: 
Energetic, exciting, dynamic
What made you want to be a part 
of MyGen?
“It came up during our PA training 
on the bike trip,” Schultz said. “It was 
on the way back to campus; it was 
late. . . .We were just sitting there, and 
I was sitting next to our bass player 
and our main singer, and a lot of them 
are in chapel bands so they are really 
accustomed to playing. A couple of us 
just had an idea of ‘Oh my goodness, 
we should make a band.’”
How did you pick your song?
“During Olson week, when we were 
just chilling, having fun, we had an 
open mic night, and then we were just 
thinking of songs that an all-girl band 
could put together,” said Schultz. “The 
reason is … ‘Don’t go crying to your 
mama,’ that part in the song is all girls 
singing and clapping so we thought 
we could do it well.”
“Heartless” by Kanye West
Group members: Sophomore Isaiah 
Aubert, vocals and piano
Music style of act: Pop
Describe your act in three words: 
Acoustic, rap, singing
What made you want to be a part 
of MyGen?
“I did it last year, and I just played 
piano, and it was a lot of fun, and then 
over the summer I started singing,” 
Aubert said. “I generally didn’t want 
to sing in front of people, but then 
over the summer, I kind of got over 
that, so then this year was me want-
ing to sing and just try it out and per-
form and see if I enjoy doing that. I’ve 
always played piano and that’s been 
fine, but singing is a new experience 
for me.”
How did you pick your song?
“Well, when I was singing over 
the summer . . . and a little bit of 
last year too, I would . . . choose ran-
dom songs and sing them just for 
fun, and then I learned that one on 
piano, and then I realized it was ac-
tually a lot of fun to sing and that 
my voice fit it pretty well, so then I 
learned it, and then I added a little 
bit of my own stuff, and then MyGen 
came around, so it’s like, ‘Eh, why 
not?’” Aubert said.
Students seeking an entertain-
ing night of music can buy tickets 
for MyGen for $5 each in the LaRita 
Boren Campus Center, at the top of 






The music of millennials  
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African artist Margaret Allotey-Pappoe 
weaves together art and story
African artist Allotey-Pappoe 
weaves together art and story
Department chair and profes-
sor of music Al Harrison remem-
bers it like it was yesterday. 
A child enjoys one of Margaret Allotey-Pappoe’s art pieces  
in a gallery while others observe and discuss other pieces.






Sophomore Isaiah Aubert will be  
featured in two other acts as a  
background singer and piano player. 
This coming Tuesday, Taylor’s jazz en-
semble will be presenting a tribute to 
the legacy of one band: the Beatles.
Inspired by history and motivated 
by quality, Al Harrison, department 
chair and professor of music, decided 
to highlight this year’s 50th anniversa-
ry of the Beatles’ album ‘‘Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band.’’
Imagine Harrison, 12 years old, 
leaning in close to a black and white 
screen, watching the Beatles sing 
their iconic song “I Want to Hold 
Your Hand,” for the first time on Unit-
ed States television.
Outside of the months of band 
practice, Harrison spent count-
less hours this summer research-
ing the true impact of the Beatles 
on modern music.
“They were highly innovative, 
which is (something) most peo-
ple don’t remember,” Harrison said. 
“They pushed the whole (music) tech-
nology ahead with what they were 
doing. . . . I remember like it was yes-
terday;  it was a wild time.”
Current Taylor students would not 
remember, but the ’60s were tumul-
tuous times. As America was rocked 
by the Vietnam War, the feminist 
movement and the sexual revolution, 
“Beatlemania,” as it was called, could 
not have come at a better time.
One of the non-Beatles songs, 
“Theme from New York, New York,” 
arranged by Roy Phillippe, is at-
tributed to where the Beatles be-
gan their American career on the 
Ed Sullivan show.
The majority of the pieces were ar-
ranged by Mike Tomaro, a Pittsburgh 
native and saxophonist, composer 
and arranger. Tomaro is also a pro-
fessor at Duquesne University.
As the last notes of “We Can Work 
it Out,” from the “My Love” album, 
featuring senior Gardner Stewart 
on tenor sax , echo through Redi-
ger Auditorium, audience members 
will have viewed historic clips of 
the Beatles, gained greater insight 
into the wayward “Land of Make Be-
lieve” and basked in the rays of “Here 
Comes the Sun.”
The musicians of the Jazz Ensem-
ble will draw audience members 
both young and old into the Beat-
les’ timeless legacy.
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“Ain’t it fun?” will feature several Olson 
PAs and will be the closing act of MyGen.
Junior Ye-Ram Yun didn’t discover  
his talent for singing until his  
sophomore year of high school.
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A&E Editor
Margaret Allotey-Pappoe will have some of her art pieces on display in the Metcalf gallery.
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The Fort Wayne Civic Theater Presents:
Irving Berlin’s White Christmas 
November 4-19
303 E Main St., Fort Wayne
$17 per person
The truth is, each human’s 
story fits into a bigger picture. 
Art creates a space for people 
to share their story without 
being interrupted.
“You’d be amazed how your story has little 
connections with someone else’s story.”















If you’ve found 
it within you 
to look past 
the evocative 
title and all of 
the assump-
tions you’ve 
carried past it, 
I applaud you. To assuage your 
fears, let me preface my short essay 
with this: I believe racist behavior 
is evil, immoral, unjust and con-
demned by everything I believe as a 
Christian. I believe that race is (or, 
rather, should be) largely unimport-
ant and irrelevant to our society. As 
an individual, I really don’t care what 
color your skin is or where you come 
from, because I believe these things 
do not (or, rather, should not) affect 
who you are in any noticeable way. 
What I care about is who you are 
within. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said (paraphrased): “I have a dream 
that someday, we will be judged by 
the content of our character, and not 
by the color of our skin.”
One of the reasons I write is to 
contest something that was pub-
lished in The Echo’s Opinions sec-
tion a number of weeks ago. It was 
a short article, and it stated some-
thing that I found rather disagree-
able: when has a problem ever gone 
away because you ignored it? This is 
Freshman News columnist Bree Bai-
ley informed our readership of what’s 
happening on the northeast coast of 
Spain, in a region known as Catalan 
(i.e. where Barcelona is situated) in 
the Oct. 27 issue of The Echo.
On Oct. 1, Catalan president Carles 
Puigdemont issued an independence 
vote for his citizens, a move deemed 
illegal and undemocratic by the Span-
ish government in Madrid. Spanish 
police seized control of some polling 
places, but of the votes collected, 90 
percent of Catalan citizens cast a vote 
for Catalan independence from Spain.
For weeks, Puigdemont was expect-
ed to formally declare independence, 
and for weeks, Madrid threatened 
to take control of Catalan institu-
tions. On Oct. 27, each side fulfilled 
its promise.
Puigdemont fled to Brussels, Bel-
gium, after being charged with re-
bellion, and he remains there in 
self-imposed exile. Madrid dissolved 
the Catalan parliament, indict-
ed numerous secessionist leaders 
and scheduled new regional elec-
tions for Dec. 21, 2017. Since last 
week, secessionist parties have been 
gearing up for an electoral battle 
come December.
Needless to say, Spain has been 
thrust into major political turmoil. 
But this isn’t the first Catalonian push 
for independence — only the most 
motivated effort.
“The Catalans have been fighting 
for independence for a very long time,” 
said sophomore Christian ministries 
major Emmanuel Boateng, whose 
family currently resides in Catalonia.
The Catalan people are distinct in 
many ways from the rest of the coun-
try. They have their own language and 
customs. They’ve always held some 
level of economic autonomy. Why do 
they want to secede now? Boateng 
shared that perhaps they feel it is their 
time to break free.
There’s a long history of suppres-
sion stemming from the Spanish 
central government in Madrid, as As-
sociate Professor of Philosophy Brad 
Seeman indicated.
“Spain languished under Franco’s 
dictatorship from 1939 to 1975, and 
that background profoundly shapes 
the current political landscape,” said 
Seeman, who travels to the Basque re-
gion of Spain every other year to teach 
Contemporary Christian Belief. “Cat-
alonia and the Basque Country were 
suppressed for decades, and that is 
very much in living memory.”
At multiple points in Spanish histo-
ry, Madrid has violated the econom-
ic autonomy of Catalonia. It is, after 
all, the wealthiest region of Spain, re-
volving around their port metropolis, 
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“I implore you, reader, stop scratching, and it 
will heal on its own.”
Race is the rash we shouldn’t scratch
Furthering the discussion
Led by one of the chapel bands, students engage in community worship.
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Race is the rash we shouldn’t scratch
Barcelona. The instance that has fo-
cused this particular effort is from 
2008. Spain experienced a major re-
cession, and Madrid taxed Catalonia 
heavily to relieve the debt burden. Of 
course, the Catalan people found this 
unfair. Why must they shoulder Ma-
drid’s economic troubles?
This brings us to October. Puig-
demont is calling Madrid’s interfer-
ence in the Catalan independence 
referendum an assault on democracy, 
and yet, few outside of the region it-
self support the independence move-
ment. European Union (EU) leaders 
vowed to not recognize Catalonia’s 
legitimacy as an independent state.
“It makes no sense ( for Catalonia 
to secede),” said sophomore film & 
media production major Yanira Tru-
jillo, whose family resides in the Span-
ish-held Canary Islands. “It’s like they 
saw London leaving the EU . . . they’re 
like, ‘Oh! Now they did it, I can do it 
too,’” Trujillo said.
In fact, there is a clear individualist 
trend we’re seeing in Europe. Several 
other European nations are fielding 
independence movements as well — 
Scotland ( from the United Kingdom), 
Bavaria ( from Germany) and Veneto 
( from Italy) to name a few — although 
these have not been as internationally 
dramatic as Catalonia’s recent push.
Many, then, believe that, despite 
Catalonia’s cultural and econom-
ic differences, only a unified Spain 
could solve the debt crisis. Indeed, 
some say the real-world costs of an 
independent Catalonia would be too 
much to bear, even if their indepen-
dence would exist in an ideal world.
Certainly the EU feels that weight. 
So, on the one hand, an entire region 
is denied the freedom to declare eco-
nomic autonomy, which they request-
ed by referendum — when 90 percent 
of a population agrees, they ought to 
be heard. On the other, an interna-
tional community is panicked about 
the chaos that could ensue.
Of course, it’s a highly nuanced and 
emotional situation. For now, we look 
toward the parliamentary elections 
on Dec. 21. Should secessionist par-
ties win a majority of seats, we could 
see a more legitimized indepen-
dence effort.
“Right now, my hope is that there 
would be peace on the 21st of De-
cember when the Catalans are vot-
ing,” Boateng said. “(I hope) for Spain 
and Europe to respect the outcome 
of the voting . . . I would ask the Tay-
lor community to pray for peace for 
Spain and Catalonia, and that in this 
process of seeking peace, the Catalans 
would come to know where there is 
true peace, in Christ.”
echo@taylor.edu
a paraphrase, but it was used to de-
scribe the author’s belief that in or-
der to fix racism in our society, we 
must address it, talk about it and 
confront it. I think the author and 
I would agree in one aspect of this: 
we must condemn and legally pros-
ecute those that harm others’ health, 
property or opportunity due to rac-
ism. But from my point of view, we 
should stop talking about race as a 
general concept, as if it is something 
that permeates our society or as if it 
is something that matters.
Hear me out, if you would. Trust 
me when I say we’re on the same 
side. I’m inspired by something that 
Morgan Freeman, a prominent actor 
in Hollywood, said to an interviewer 
once on a news broadcast: “I’m go-
ing to stop calling you a white man, 
and I’m going to ask you to stop call-
ing me a black man.” I believe this 
is exactly the kind of methodolo-
gy we should employ. If we believe 
that race is unimportant to the val-
ue of a person, and that instead their 
personal character is what defines 
them, why do we care about race 
at all? I think that spawning these 
many discussions on race only serves 
to cause people to think that race is 
important, something that I believe 
should be avoided.
No one is born racist, as found by 
Harvard researcher Mahzarin Bana-
ji in a 2012 paper. With this in mind, 
why should we teach our peers and 
children that race matters and un-
dermine this natural state? I don’t 
believe this is the intention of these 
A response to  









a letter from a 
concerned stu-
dent.” When we 
disagree, we have a tendency to dis-
miss people and leave conversation 
instead of pressing in to make things 
better. The author chose to engage 
with chapel content and principles. 
I greatly appreciate that. I should say 
that I’m not associated with the chap-
el program and that I’m writing out 
of my own interactions with chapel. 
I believe I use portions of last week’s 
article in context, true to the spirit in 
which they were written.
 1. On the meta-chapel: “. . .isolated 
anecdotes do not constitute quali-
ty discussion of something as vital 
as chapel.”
I can agree that if the purpose of 
the experience-sharing was to do a 
self-audit, then it wasn’t effective. 
However, the purpose wasn’t intend-
ed to be a comprehensive view of stu-
dent opinion on chapel, but rather to 
display a variety of ways that people 
interact with chapel. In my opinion, 
this was accomplished.
2. On the seven guiding principles: 
“It is unproductive to affirm a guid-
ing principle when the principle 
is undefined.”
After going back and listening to 
the chapel, I must admit I was con-
fused by the critique. I thought both 
importance and general methodolo-
gy were explained. Perhaps the author 
found the broad nature frustrating, 
but I found it liberating. Because 
students come from a wide variety 
of spiritual backgrounds, it is beau-
tiful that we offer different ways of 
exploring values like “scripture en-
gagement.” I actually wish we could 
explore more forms of expression 
in chapel.
3. On chapel topics: “It is my un-
confirmed suspicion that we are 
discussing only what is politically 
convenient to discuss: that is, the 
social issues du jour.”
I have two problems with this idea. 
The first is that I’ve noticed people 
from many different perspectives 
feel as if chapel is biased against 
them. They cannot all be right. It 
would be interesting to study the 
topics presented over the course of 
a year. It seems that we have selec-
tive memories.
On the other hand, I have a friend 
who empathized with last week’s ar-
ticle because she feels as if the topics 
she’s struggling with are ignored. I ap-
preciate her openness in sharing this, 
and I would encourage anyone who 
feels that way to reach out to Cam-
pus Pastor Jon Cavanagh and tell him 
what’s important to them.
In addition, the social issues ad-
dressed go against the grain at Taylor, 
not with it. Coordinators get backlash 
from students, parents, faculty, alum-
ni and others who are concerned. 
Taylor University is largely isolated 
in a Christian subculture with stu-
dents from similar experiences. Not 
talking about these issues would be 
an easy way out and wouldn’t end di-
vision. Whether or not we agree or 
disagree with the agenda of a social 
issue, we should talk about it. That’s 
what chapel accomplishes when they 
bring controversial speakers.
4. On chapel theme: “With the 
exception of Reverend Nirup Al-
phonse, no one has discussed what 
Christian community is.”
The theme, cultivating Christian 
community, is being addressed. Com-
munity is a tired word at Taylor. It’s a 
bit like saying “chair” so many times 
the word ceases to carry any mean-
ing. From what I understand, the 
hope of this year’s chapel is to dig into 
many aspects of community, which 
is a broad topic encompassing many 
issues. It does take personal applica-
tion though. Maybe it would be help-
ful for someone to explain before or 
after speakers to help synthesize the 
information and connect it back to 
the theme. Maybe we as college stu-
dents are capable of doing that.
5. On a specific social issue: “Crit-
ical race theory is still discussed 
with greater frequency than any 
other topic, and with only vague 
connections to ‘community.’”
Conversations on race are inextri-
cably connected to cultivating Chris-
tian community. I’m by no means an 
expert on critical race theology, and 
I’ve lived exclusively in predomi-
nantly white areas. I don’t intimate-
ly know all of the pain that comes 
from racial divides in and outside of 
our churches.
I do know that cultivation is a tear-
ing up of dry earth and plowing it un-
der. It makes a mess so that air and 
water work its way into the soil. We 
need to continually discuss critical 
race theory, not to create division, but 
to engage the pain that already exists.
If we don’t talk about it, our church 
will be defined by anger, suppres-
sion, avoidance and fear. If we don’t 
acknowledge issues that already ex-
ist, we cannot walk with each other 
in mutual pain. Critical race theolo-
gy is crucial to cultivating Christian 
community and our conversation 
around it can be a model for how we 
talk about other divisive issues.
The solution is not to go back to 
bed. I’ve often heard that someone 
doesn’t like chapel, so they don’t go. 
It excludes them from a conversation 
that needs their voice, their disagree-
ment. The value of chapel is not a 
specific ideology. It’s that all of our 
ideologies are present. We’re choos-
ing to worship with one another, lis-
ten together and engage the content. 
I thank the concerned student for 
doing just that.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”









Catalan people seek 
independence from Spain
discussions, but I believe there is an 
unintended consequence of these 
discussions: a message that teach-
es race is important. Again, I believe 
this is harmful to our society. I’ve 
been to a lot of places and I’ve met 
a lot of people, and that’s just what 
they are: people. Their color and 
their ancestors are irrelevant to me. 
It doesn’t make me uncomfortable; 
it doesn’t make me afraid; it doesn’t 
make me feel anything. To suggest 
that it does only serves to widen the 
chasm that I believe was artificially 
created in the first place.
When has a problem gone away 
by ignoring it? Think about a rash. 
The more you scratch, the longer it 
lasts; the worse it gets. Race and rac-
ism are a rash on our society. Talking 
about it so much in such a way that 
makes it seem important is scratch-
ing it. If we continue in this way, I 
believe it will only last longer and 
get worse. So, I implore you, read-
er, stop scratching, and it will heal 
on its own.
echo@taylor.edu
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Demonstrators take to the streets of Barcelona, waving the flag of Catalonia.
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Men’s basketball out to  
a 4–0 start after upsetting 
No. 8 Trinity International
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor
The Trojans are coming out the gate 
with guns blazing. The Taylor men’s 
basketball team is 4–0, including an 
impressive victory over No. 8 Trini-
ty International last Saturday. The 
win avenges the loss the Trojans suf-
fered last year in the Sweet 16 of the 
NAIA national tournament to Trini-
ty International.
 Taylor entered the second half in an 
eight-point hole, needing a comeback 
to accomplish an upset. Sophomore 
guard Mason Degenkolb provided the 
spark the Trojans needed.
Degenkolb tallied 22 points in the 
second half, finishing the night with 
32 total. He shot nine–14 from the field 
and dished out three assists. Junior for-
ward Jake Heggeland added 16 points 
and brought down five rebounds.
 “We definitely wanted that Trinity 
win,” Heggeland said. “Losing to them 
in the Sweet 16 last year was a rough 
one. That’s kind of been circled on our 
calendar for the entire offseason. I’d 
say morale is high, we’re really excited 
we got four home games in a row here.”
 The team was hungry for re-
venge after the painful loss to Trinity 
International last year. Heggeland es-
pecially wanted the victory, specifi-
cally because he is from Wheaton, 
Illinois, roughly 39 miles south from 
where Trinity International is located 
in Deerfield, Illinois.
The Trojans started their four game 
home streak with a commanding win 
over IU-Kokomo with a score of 95–
79. Sophomore guard Ryan Robinson 
thrived in the recent victory, bring-
ing 23 points in a 7–17 shooting effort. 
The team shot 48.4 percent from the 
field overall.
“The two home crowds so far have 
been awesome,” said head coach Josh 
Andrews. “We’ve had great support. I 
can’t sell it enough that it’s huge for 
our guys. They love the student body 
being there, we’ve had a lot of commu-
nity folks and faculty there. We think 
our guys are doing the right things 
and playing a fun brand of basketball.”
While being at home for a few 
weeks will be nice, the Trojans end 
their streak with a challenging match 
against No. 9 IU-East. One goal the 
team longs to accomplish is win-
ning every home game. According 
to Andrews, winning every game at 
home and protecting their home floor 
would be impactful for their season.
Although the season has been a 
success thus far, the team realizes 
there still needs to be improvements.
“We’re continuing to come together 
with a team-first mentality,” said se-
nior forward Keaton Hendricks. 
“We’re a very talented group, by far the 
most talent throughout my four years, 
and if we continue to play for each 
other good things will come our way.”
Amongst other aspects of their 
game the Trojans want to improve, 
defense is one of the top categories. 
According to Hendricks, Taylor was 
top 25 in the nation last year in de-
fending the three-point line, but is no-
where near the top five thus far.
Andrews tries to get the point 
across to the team that there will 
never be another 2017–18 Taylor Uni-
versity men’s basketball team. Each 
year is unique, and while this group 
New team for Trojans and Martinez
Women’s basketball 
off to 2–2 start under 
first year head coach
Blakelee Steeb
Staff Writer
The Taylor women’s basketball team 
started out their season with a 2–2 
record. The team is still adjusting to 
the new style of first year head coach 
Jody Martinez, but they seem to be 
fast learners.
The Trojans defeated Northwestern 
Ohio 79–71 on Oct. 28 and gave Marti-
nez his first win at Taylor. They trailed 
the Racers for most of the first half, but 
they mustered enough horsepower to 
take the lead.
Junior Kendall Bradbury led the 
way with 30 points and a career-high 
18 rebounds. Additionally, sophomore 
Becca Buchs sank 13 points, senior 
Josie Cobb scored 12 and sophomore 
Abby Buchs added nine.
On Nov. 4, the Trojans defeated Gov-
ernor State 88–58 inside Odle Arena. 
The team pounced on the Jaguars and 
quickly jumped to a 14 point lead with-
in the first six minutes of the game.
The victory was led by Bradbury 
with 22 points and Abby Buchs with 
a career-high 13 points.
Along with the two wins, the Tro-
jans have also lost twice. However, the 
team has decided to turn the negative 
outcomes into positives.
“We grew and learned so much more 
in our losses,” Abby Buchs said. “I think 
every game we get better and every 
game we correct errors.”
Instead of focusing on their losses, 
the team looks to what helped them 
Junior guard Lacey Garrett played 14 mins in the Trojans 
most recent victory against Governors State.
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Trojans start out season flying high
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“It’s always sad to say goodbye to girls that 
have played with you for four years.”
Women’s soccer season comes to the 
end of the road
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grow through the game — relation-
ships, having their teammates’ backs 
and leaving it all on the court.
The Trojans are still in the beginning 
stages of the season and many aspects 
of their game are not polished. How-
ever, the team expects this result in 
November. The focus of the season is 
not for the short-term but for the long-
term when they enter the postseason.
“Turnovers are a big factor, but we 
do a good job (rebounding) for most of 
the game,” Bradbury said. “It takes a lot 
of heart, effort and determination to 
go after the ball and be stronger than 
the other team. The effort and hustle 
is definitely there. It is just the lack of 
the little things in crunch time.”
Rebounding, turnovers and passing 
will be key points of improvement for 
Taylor, and the team continues to work 
on the minor aspects of their game to 
show their true potential.
While winning is important, the 
main goal is to compete and enjoy the 
game, no matter who the opponent is.
“In society, success is judged by the 
win-loss record,” Martinez said. “This 
team is currently 2-2, but their love for 
God and for each other is better than 
any other team we have played and 
maybe anyone we play.”
The Trojans will be back in action 
tomorrow at Saint Xavier. The game 
is slated for 3 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Freshman guard Vincent Miranda posted three points and three rebounds in Taylor’s recent victory over IU-Kokomo.
Women’s soccer’s season comes to the end of the road
Trojans off to 2–2 start, 
working out kinks under 
first year head coach
Lauren Taylor
Staff Writer
With a record of 12–7–1, the Taylor 
women’s soccer team’s season has 
come to an end in the Crossroads 
League Tournament Semifinals.
“This season had its ups and downs,” 
said senior Nikki Zaino. “I think we 
had a lot of big wins and a few tough 
losses, but overall it was a fun year, 
and we all grew in different ways.”
In the words of head coach 
Scott Stan, it was a season of high 
achievement, national ranking, 
good bonding, spiritual growth and 
hard competition.
In their first postseason game, the 
Trojans met Indiana Wesleyan in the 
tournament quarterfinals. At their 
previous meeting, the game ended 
with a 1–1 tie, with the Trojans out-
shooting the Wildcats 18–5.
The team entered this game with 
confidence and energy, supported by 
a large group of Taylor fans.
“We all came out on the same page,” 
Zaino said. “We knew what we need-
ed to do in order to win that game. 
. . . We all individually worked really 
hard for each other and executed the 
job that we needed to do.”
Although Zaino led the team to 
the win that day with her spectac-
ular pair of second-half goals, she 
shared the success was definitely 
due to a strong team effort.
Freshman Reyna Williams agreed, 
stating the team was able to connect 
everywhere on the field.
Following this remarkable 2–0 vic-
tory, the Trojans faced Marian Uni-
versity in the semifinals. The game 
had a rough start, with Marian scor-
ing within the first minute.
“We didn’t get down on ourselves 
after that first goal,” Williams said. 
“We just came together after that 
goal and scored again.”
Junior Bailey Zehr scored a goal for 
the Trojans in the 19th minute, bring-
ing the game to 1–1.
The team continued to play well 
throughout the remainder of the 
game, but fell short in the end, los-
ing 2–1.
Although this abrupt ending to the 
season is hard, the Trojans keep their 
heads held high.
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Sophomore Hannah Waltz and 
the women’s soccer team’s season 
concluded last Saturday.
is talented, nothing is given.
However, defense is something 
Andrews wants the team to pride it-
self in.
“We wanna be five guys who play de-
fense together,” Andrews said. “If five 
guys play defense together it’s like a 
fist, it’s strong. If we’re isolated trying 
to guard our own man, we can’t get 
as much done.”
The basketball season is long, and 
the team has 26 regular season games 
left. Hopefully by late February, the 
Trojans are playing their best basket-
ball and have an open door into the 
NAIA National Tournament.
 The Trojans look to continue 
their hot start to the season tonight 
against Governors State at 7 p.m. in 
Odle Arena.
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“Even though the season end-
ed sooner than we wanted it to, it 
was still such a good experience 
to be able to be with all those girls 
throughout the three months,” Wil-
liams said. “The team made soc-
cer fun.”
Williams shared the hardest as-
pect of the season ending is see-
ing the seniors move on from this 
chapter of their lives. The team had 
three seniors this year : Amy Fred-
erickson, Megan Kammer, and Nik-
ki Zaino.
“It’s always sad to say goodbye to 
girls that have played with you for 
four years,” Stan said.
The Trojans will continue to train 
throughout the offseason, focusing 
on individual growth for each play-
er and preparing for a successful 
season next year.
echo@taylor.edu
